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Coos County Democrats Host  

 Annual Recognition Dinner 
The Coos County Democrats are excited to announce their Annual Recognition Dinner. For years 

Buck and Nadya Rodgers have crafted the most delicious spaghetti dinner you‟ve ever tasted. They 

are back one more time to delight us with their culinary skills. Don‟t miss it! 

The event will take place at “The Barn” at the Bandon Community Center on 11th  St. on Saturday, 

May 3rd. Social hour begins at 5 o‟clock and dinner is served at 7:00 pm. A silent auction featuring dozens of local items will also be held. 

Advanced tickets are $40 per person. They can be purchased at Outdoor In and Shark Bites in Coos Bay, Off the Record and Books by 

the Bay in North Bend, Truffles in Bandon, and Marino‟s Boots and Saddles in Coquille. Tickets at the door are $50. 

Former Oregon Secretary of State Bill Bradbury will handle the Master of Ceremony duties. In addition to a special keynote speaker, 

State Senator Arnie Roblan and State House Representative Caddy McKeown will give remarks. Other county elected officials are ex-

pected to be on hand. 

 Among other awards bestowed to dedicated, hard working 

local Democrats, former State Senator Joanne Verger will 

cap the evening by presenting the J. Lawton Verger Memo-

rial Award to the Democrat of the Year.  

The public is cordially invited. 

MAY 

3rd 
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♦IMPORTANT♦ 

Articles for next issue must be  

received by 11 PM Monday, 

April 14, 2014 

ADVOCATE WILL BE PUBLISHED  BI-

MONTHLY TILL ELECTION SEASON.   

Mark McKelvey 

 Lest We Forget 
 One hundred thirty-seven service men and women with Oregon ties   

 have died in Operation Enduring Freedom and the War in Iraq. 
 

  •  Twenty from Oregon National Guard. 

  •  One from the Washington National Guard. 

  •  Two from the New York National Guard. 

  •  Seventy-four from the United States Army. 

  •  Three from the United States Army Reserve. 

  •  Twenty-eight from the United States Marine Corps. 

  •  Two from the United States Air Force. 

  •  Seven from the United States Navy. 

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/pages/soldier/soldier_oregons_most_honorable.aspx  

COOS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA 

March 18, 2014 -- 7 PM to 8 PM 

North Bend Labor Hall Democratic Party Headquarters 
 

I. Flag Salute 

II.  Introduction of Guests 

III.. Reports 

 A. Secretary---Helen Howard 

 B. Treasurer---Allen Solomon  

 C. Vice-Chair----Richard Kuznitsky 

 D. Governor---Mo Aakre 

 E. Chair---Mark McKelvey 

IV. Old Business 

 A. May 3 Annual Recognition Dinner  
 B. Democratic Headquarters  

 C. PCPs  
 

V.  New Business 
 A. DPO Quarterly Meeting (July 1213)  
 B. April Meeting Forum (Rowe – Cribbens)  
 C. Primary Election  
 D. Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum Visit  
  

VI. Good of the Order 

I‟ve often posited that Americans 

would be much better off if the 

United States were run more like 

Oregon. Our land use laws, health 

care plans, recycling initiatives, 

alternative energy projects, vote-

by-mail system, and public 

beaches are just a few examples of 

how we Oregonians have worked 

together to make our state better. 

As Senator Wyden likes to say, 

“We do things differently here.” 

And it shows. 

This March, Governor Kitzhaber 

made Oregon notable again, first 

for what he helped us avoid, sec-

ond for what he has enabled us to 

achieve. 

As many as 13 initiatives threat-

ened to litter the November 2014 

ballot creating a bitter and divisive 

political playing field for Oregon 

business and Oregon labor. Busi-

ness coalitions sought to make 

Oregon a “right to work” state. 

Labor interests pushed back with 

new taxes and “Card Check” pro-

posals. Battle lines were being 

drawn. Money was being raised, 

much of it from outside Oregon. 

Yet even partisan commentators 

speculated after all the shouting 

was over, little would be changed. 

It would be a tragedy of Shakes-

pearian proportions: full of sound 

and fury, signifying nothing. 

Instead, big things are now possi-

ble. Thanks to Governor Kitz-

haber. 

Weeks ago the Governor gathered 

decision makers from both the 

business and labor camps to bro-

ker a deal. Both sides agreed to a  

(Continued on page 3) 

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/pages/soldier/soldier_oregons_most_honorable.aspx
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(Continued from page 2)  

truce. All the potential ballot initiatives would be withdrawn.  

A family feud would be avoided, and political space would be created. 

Kitzhaber wants to use this new space to sketch out comprehensive tax reform for the state. 

Labor and business will both have a seat at the negotiating table. 

“This is an unprecedented moment in Oregon‟s long history of ballot measure politics,” the 

Governor said. “Over the last three years we have shown time and time again that no matter 

how wide the ideological divide might be, people on different sides of issues are able to come 

together for the greater good of Oregon and our citizens.” 

If only Washington, DC were paying attention. 

Indeed, bipartisan cooperation has been a hallmark of Oregon politics for some time now. 

Reps Arnie Roblan and Bruce Hanna cooperatively guided a 30-30 Oregon House through a 

productive session in 2010-12. Gov Kitzhaber has repeatedly called experts and leaders from 

across the state to meet over controversial issues and hammer out agreements.  The Oregon 

Liability Reform Coalition, a group of doctors and lawyers who laid the foundation for 

groundbreaking medical tort liability reform, is just one shining, if relatively unknown, exam-

ple. If doctors and lawyers can agree over reform of malpractice lawsuits, how much more 

difficult can our other problems be? 

Gov Kitzhaber‟s track record shows that when the principal players are empowered to create 

new pathways within realistic parameters, no controversy is unsolvable. 

So, why doesn‟t President Obama do the same thing? In truth, he has. Time and time again, 

the President has invited, cajoled, and begged House Republicans to work with him on issues 

ranging from health care to job creation to immigration. The loyal opposition does little more 

than yawn. Not to overstate the case, but the situation alternately reminds me of Charlie 

Brown trying to kick Lucy‟s football and Michelangelo‟s “Creation of Adam” fresco.  

The difference between Kitzhaber‟s successes and Obama‟s misfires lies in the quality of the 

“loyal opposition.” In Oregon, Republicans are willing to set aside hyper-partisanship, negoti-

ate, and act in the state‟s best interest. I give them credit for it.  

However, in Washington Republicans constantly troll for political advantage. Even foreign 

affairs are not immune from Republican political grandstanding.  

Eisenhower would be ashamed. Now that Speaker 

John Boehner has effectively declared this Congres-

sional session prematurely over, nothing productive 

will result, even on issues like immigration and in-

creasing the minimum wage where reform is favored 

by a supermajority of Americans. The problem in 

Washington resides squarely with too many Republi-

cans unwilling to compromise even an inch. 

Yes, it‟s much better in Oregon. Here we can realisti-

cally hope for true progress on a controversial issue 

like tax reform. Will it happen? No one can say. But 

everyone would agree with both sides now talking 

anything is possible. 

Hey, this is Oregon. We‟re different. If only Wash-

ington Republicans would notice. 

FROM THE CHAIR …….. 



 

(Continued on page 15) 
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 ment.   

Foundation Supporters think 

that using fees instead of prop-

erty taxes to fund schools will 

avoid the state-wide equaliza-

tion formula.  Under Oregon‟s 

equalization funding formula 

the state pays School Districts a 

fixed amount per student.  Addi-

tional property tax payments to 

a District would cause the state to reduce funding by an equal amount. 

Former State Representative Mike Lehman has called the Education Fee 

proposal “a money laundering scheme”.  He thinks despite this scheme 

the state will find some way to apply the equalization formula to reduce 

funding to schools receiving the fees.  

The CEP document estimates that in year 1 to 4 of its operation the 

Foundation will make annual education fund payments of $6,000,000.  

This will rise to $11,166,111 by year 5 and climb to $13,185,741 at year 

19.  By 2040 the Foundation‟s Endowment is projected to hold 

$216,359,254.   

It is possible that little or none of the Foundation‟s money will be spent 

on schools.  The Foundation‟s incorporation filing does not limit it to 

educational purposes.  The CEP document says “if there is a state-wide 

effort to capture Community Foundation monies targeted to education 

programs, the Foundation will shift the funding to non-educational com-

munity programs”.  The Foundation has not released to the public any by

-laws, policies or procedures governing its operations.   

The Foundation will be governed by a Board of Directors. The “initial 

directors” are Bill Lansing, a retired Menasha executive, JoAnne Verger, 

former state senator and John Whitty, a Coos Bay attorney.  The Founda-

tion‟s incorporation papers state that all other directors “shall be elected 

at the time, in the manner and for the terms to be set forth in the Corpora-

tion‟s by-laws”. 

On 2/12/2014 Bill Lansing told the Coquille School Board that as a pri-

vate corporation the Foundation is not subject to Oregon‟s public records 

and meetings laws.  However, on 2/19/2014 Port CEO David Koch told 

the County Commissioners there is a possibility the Foundation structure 

may be changed to allow 4 local governments to appoint one director 

each to the Corporation‟s Board which would have 7 members total.  The 

governments are: Coos County, Coos Bay, North Bend and the Port of 

Coos Bay.  The Port is an unelected body appointed by the Governor.  

Mr. Koch, a former Coos County Counsel and now a “non-practicing 

attorney” said he did not know if this change would make the Foundation 

subject to Public Records and Meetings Law. 

Under Mr. Koch‟s plan, 4 out of the 7 Foundation Directors would not 

even be appointed by elected officials.  3 would be chosen by the Corpo-

ration.  1 would be appointed by the unelected Port of Coos Bay.  No di-

rector would be directly accountable to voters.  Voters could not recall 

Directors for misconduct.  

Privatizing Taxes to Fund a 

Private Government 

By David Jennings 

Supporters of the proposed LNG Jordon Cove Export Terminal have re-

peatedly asserted it would provide a massive increase in property taxes 

for local governments.  A 12/7/2013 Editorial in the Oregonian said 

“Once on the tax rolls Jordan Cove would claim about half the value of 

assessed property in Coos County.”  The Jordon Cove Energy Project 

website says “Property taxes will contribute $20 million to Coos County 

for the first three years and $30 to $40 million each year thereafter.” 

In reality Jordan Cove, located in an Urban Renewal District and Enter-

prise Zone, would probably receive a huge tax break but a lot of money 

would hopefully go to local government and schools someday. 

However LNG supporters, led by Coos Bay Port CEO David Koch, now 

have a new tax proposal. It is called the Community Enhancement Plan 

(CEP). Instead of property taxes Jordan Cove would pay a Community 

Service Fee (CSF).  In return for these fees Jordan Cove would receive 

long-term property tax abatement. Some plan opponents assert this tax 

break will eventually cost local governments at least several hundred 

million dollars in lost revenue.  A CEP document states CSF payments 

will be calculated “through a formula based on the assessed value of the 

property and a recoupment of advanced payments”. 

Projected payments are: $12,000,000 during construction and then 

$22,332,223 at year five the start of operations and $26,371.482 at year-

19.  Note that these payments are substantially lower than the $30 to $40 

million in property taxes the Jordan Cove website says they will pay after 

three years. 

25% of the CSF payments will go to the Bayfront Investment Corpora-

tion, an intergovernmental partnership for “waterfront revitalization” on 

Coos Bay. An additional 25% will fund these local governments: Coos 

County, Library Service District, 4-H Extension Service, SW Oregon 

College Foundation, the SW Regional Airport, North Bay Fire District & 

the Port of Coos Bay.  All of the payments to these agencies will be sub-

stantially lower than what they would receive if Jordan Cove was paying 

property taxes at the regular rate.   

50% of the CSF payments will fund a 501 [C] [3] Nonprofit Corporation 

called the South Coast Community Foundation.  A CEP document states 

the Foundation was formed “for the primary purpose of supporting edu-

cational infrastructure, educational technology and other programs that 

fall outside of the state‟s current support formulas for public education”. 

Its service area includes Coos County, Western Douglas County and pos-

sibly the Langlois school district in Curry County. 

The CEP document says the Foundation will distribute annual education 

payments in the form of “grants”.  5% of its yearly budget would fund 

“administration”. It would also invest part of its money in an Endow-
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240 S. BROADWAY, COOS BAY 

Live music Thursday nights. 

 

 
John Gibson, Agent 

1611 Virginia Ave. 

North Bend, OR 97459    

541-756-0596 

john@neighborforlife. 

com 

An annuity might be the answer for you.   Call me! 

 

Two years ago I began going door to door and talking to 

people in Coos County about the direction we were headed 

and what could be done to improve our county.  People, re-

gardless of whether they live in Coos Bay, North Bend, Coquille, Myrtle Point, Lakeside, Ban-

don, or Powers, were all worried about our economy and jobs.  We all want to have a healthy, 

vibrant county where our children can return and find good jobs and raise their families.   We 

want to preserve our traditional industries of logging, ranching, and fishing and embrace the 

new industries that are available.  We want good health care and good schools, safe streets and 

modern infrastructure.  We want Coos County to remain a great place to live, work, and play.  

I heard this message, and I spent the last fifteen months doing everything in my power to carry 

out this directive. 

In the last two years, things in Coos County have improved.  We have worked with our local 

and state representatives to craft forest policy that will help to create a long term sustainable 

supply of timber, with the certainty that timber harvests can be carried out.  This legislation is 

currently making its way through the federal legislature, and I believe that there has never been 

a better opportunity for bipartisan legislation that will create timber certainty for Coos County 

and the O&C lands.  We have worked with our other local taxing districts to start to envision a 

plan for how tax revenues can be maintained in this county when Jordan Cove begins opera-

tions, thereby strengthening our schools and improving our public safety and infrastructure.  

We have worked to reinvigorate local economic development through contributions to the 

South Coast Development Council, recognizing that economic development needs to be a 

combined project of the South Coast, and not an exercise that each individual government un-

dertakes.  This is the way that the economy of Coos County will be reinvigorated:  not through 

one great solution, but by a patchwork of solutions that together resolves our funding holes. 

At the County level, we have achieved many successes over the last year.  We have undertaken 

a strategic planning process that will help to guide the County for the next five years.  We have 

broken down silos and encouraged County departments to work together, resulting in eco-

nomic efficiencies across the board.  We have taken on the process of zero based budgeting, 

requiring a thorough review of all budgets, and a justification of all overtime, extra help, and 

contracted services expenditures.  We have improved county buildings, and encouraged de-

partments to begin thinking about the issue of succession planning.  I think you could easily 

say that it has been a very busy year. 

As a County Commissioner, I have served on a great many boards:  South Coast Business Em-

ployment Corporation (SCBEC), Coos Curry Douglas Economic Development Corporation 

(CCD), Small Business Development Center (SBDC), the Coos Bay North Bend Water Board, 

the Association of Oregon Counties Legislative Committee, the Western Oregon Advanced 

Health Coordinated Care Organization (WOAH CCO) and the Bay Area Chamber of Com-

merce, among others.  I was appointed to the Energy Trust Board of Directors in February of 

2014, and I am up for appointment to the Department of Land Conservation and Development 

Commission in May of 2014.  Coos County is establishing a presence at the state and national 

level, and I believe that great things are in store for us.  From my family to yours:  Thank you 

for the opportunity to represent Coos County.  There is still much work to do, and that is why I 

have decided to run for reelection.  I appreciate your help and support of my campaign, and I 

will work tirelessly to help create the best future possible for my family and yours.  Let's work 

together to see what we can accomplish in the next four years.  We will all be amazed. 

Melissa Cribbins 
For 

Coos County 

Commissioner 
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By Mark McKelvey 

This May‟s primary elec-

tion will feature few con-

tested races. There will be 

even fewer ballot initia-

tives. However, flying 

under the radar is the 

election of one of only 

five statewide Oregon 

officers – the Bureau of 

Labor and Industries 

(BOLI) Commissioner. 

Along with the Governor, 

the Secretary of State, the 

Treasurer, and the Attor-

ney General, the BOLI Commissioner is a critical piece of Oregon‟s ex-

ecutive team. Few understand how important the Bureau of Labor and 

Industries is; fewer still know how effective BOLI Commissioner Brad 

Avakian has been. 

The Bureau protects employment rights, advances employment opportu-

nities, and ensures access to housing and public accommodations free 

from discrimination. Given its name, it is not surprising to learn that 

BOLI enforces labor law regarding wages, hours, child labor, and condi-

tions of employment. BOLI ensures that all workers receive equal, non-

discriminatory treatment in the workplace.  

But it doesn‟t stop there. Through apprenticeships, vocational programs, 

and partnerships with business, BOLI actively educates and trains work-

ers for the highly skilled jobs in the competitive marketplace of the fu-

ture.  

In fact, the relationship between BOLI and business is not a cursory one. 

The Bureau collaborates with businesses in Oregon to assist them in ef-

fective legal compliance, but also to listen to and plan for the changing 

needs of businesses in Oregon. Business alliances like the Oregon Busi-

ness Association view BOLI as a partner, not an adversary. What‟s good 

for Oregon is good for business, and vice versa. 

It may be surprising to learn, however, that the Bureau of Labor and In-

dustries is the first line of defense in protecting our civil rights. The Civil 

Rights Division (CRD) of BOLI enforces laws granting individuals equal 

access to jobs, career schools, promotions, and a work environment free 

from discrimination and harassment. These laws ensure that workers' 

jobs are protected when they report worksite safety violations, use family 

leave or the worker's compensation system. Civil rights laws also provide 

protection for those seeking housing or using public facilities such as re-

tail establishments, or transportation 

It is no easy task. Each year the CRD fields nearly 32,000 inquiries from 

potential complainants and investigates approximately 2,200 claims of 

discrimination. 

The most important political race you’ve never heard of 

Current BOLI Commissioner Brad Avakian has been at the center of this 

enforcement. 

After law school, Avakian opened a civil rights law practice, serving 

people statewide who had suffered housing and employment discrimina-

tion. Brad was elected to the House of Representatives in 2002, reelected 

in 2004, and then elected to the Senate in 2006, serving northeast Wash-

ington and northwest Multnomah Counties. 

During his legislative career, Avakian was a strong advocate for public 

education, Oregon‟s environment and workers‟ rights. He served on the 

Joint Ways and Means, Commerce, Education and Rules Committees 

and chaired the Senate Environment and Natural Resources Committee. 

Brad successfully passed the Oregon Renewable Energy Act, the expan-

sion of Oregon‟s landmark Bottle Bill, the Agriculture and Community 

Water Act, which will bring desperately needed water to Oregon‟s farms 

and rural communities, and expanded the rights of workers to organize 

and bargain. 

In the 2007 legislative session, Avakian was named “Consensus Builder 

of the Year” for his ability to bring people together in resolving some of 

Oregon‟s most pressing issues. 

In his six years as Labor Commissioner, Avakian fought to restore 21st 

century shop classes in health care, construction, renewable energy, and 

advanced manufacturing for more than 90,000 Oregon students.  
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Avakian fostered business and labor partnerships to create more than 6,200 apprenticeships 

across the state benefitting both employers who profit from a modern workforce and students 

who earn a paycheck for on-the-job training. 

In the face of corruption, Avakian has stood up for prevailing wage laws by debarring more 

than 100 contractors who were breaking the law and cheating workers. Eliminating a backlog 

of investigations, Avakian has benefitted both employers and workers by resolving complaints 

faster. He has directed more than $20 million to Oregonians who were unfairly treated in the 

workplace. 

As an advocate for strong business growth in Oregon, Avakian has increased the state's invest-

ment in employer assistance services, bringing educational seminars to communities through-

out Oregon and ensuring that every employer can contact BOLI for an answer to their ques-

tions so that they can avoid potential violations in the first place. Brad has also established the 

annual BOLI Business Leadership Awards to recognize Oregon's champions of Civil Rights, 

Fair Workplaces and Workforce Development. 

But Brad Avakian is just getting warmed up. As Oregon tackles income inequality and pay in-

equity, and embraces marriage equality and higher minimum wage laws, Oregonians need to 

know that the Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor and Industries has the passion and forti-

tude to enforce the laws which guarantee everyone‟s civil liberties. 

This is an important election. In an election season renowned for low voter participation – a 

non-presidential year primary – this is a race that could go unnoticed. As of yet, Brad Avakian 

is unopposed in the race for BOLI Commissioner. However, this is likely to change as the fil-

ing deadline approaches. “I have got to believe there will be a tough opponent,” Brad says. 

That candidate is sure to be both well-financed and a Republican. 

The BOLI Commissioner is a non-partisan race. When Brad Avakian‟s name appears on the 

ballot, there will be no “D” after it. But rest assured, his Democratic credentials are sound. The 

job of defending people‟s civil rights and workplace protections is too important to leave in the 

hands of a person or a party that doesn‟t believe in them. Brad Avakian most assuredly does. 

A majority vote in the May primary will ensure that Oregon will continue to benefit from Ava-

kian‟s dedication and expertise in this critically important but often overlooked office. Spread 

the word to every Democrat you know – Let‟s re-elect Brad Avakian as Labor Commissioner 

this May. 

When the dust cleared after the March 11 filing deadline, Labor Commissioner Brad Avakian 

stood unopposed in his re-election bid. Wonderful! Thank you, Brad, for a job well done. We 

depend on your continued efforts in the four years ahead as you continue to defend our rights 

in the workplace, in the public arena, and in realm of civil rights. It seems even the loyal oppo-

sition agrees -- you are the best person for the job. Congratulations. Onward  

 

To find out more about Brad Avakian, check out his website at  

 

www.bradavakian.com and 

learn more about BOLI at 

http://www.oregon.gov/

boli  

(Continued from page 5) Brad Avakian…….. 

http://www.bradavakian.com
http://www.oregon.gov/boli
http://www.oregon.gov/boli
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Junk Science 
 The letter below was written in response to a newsletter from Republican State 

Senator Jeff Kruse.  Mr. Kruse is a climate change skeptic.  He claims “we are currently in 

one of the coolest periods in our planet’s two billion year history and, in fact, in one of the 

coolest periods in the last one billion years”.  Mr. Kruse also questions the historic severity 

of California’s drought because no one was measuring precipitation 500 years ago.  He also 

thinks that tree rings don’t adequately measure rain fall fluctuations and “I would suggest 

they probably didn’t cut down a bunch of 500 year old trees in the Central California before 

they made their statement”. The Senator’s grasp of science is a little shaky. 

 

Letter to the Editor: 

 

Well, Jeff let‟s take your comments one by one. First, one does not have to cut a 500 year old 

tree in California to count the growth rings - a core sample will do just as well. 2nd, whether 

tree ring growth is affected by other factors besides drought is not the point, as long as a sta-

tistical sample correlates well to abundance of moisture, the data is useful. 

As for carbon in the atmosphere, you state it is the result of global warming and not the 

cause of it. This is not the case. Increasing amounts of carbon in the atmosphere as a result of 

warming would be a result of a runaway greenhouse gas effect, which I sincerely hope we 

are not witnessing.  Ozone? The holes in the ozone layer do expand and shrink naturally, on 

a seasonal basis. This was made worse by CFC's. Aerosol cans were not banned, just aerosol 

cans with CFC's. I'm sure the economy will recover. 

Our planet's history goes back 4+ billion years, not 2 billion. You are right in saying that it 

has experienced warmer periods; however, the rate of warming currently does not appear to 

be matched by any event in the geological record.  You are also right in saying we have 

come out of or are coming out of an ice age.  

Here's the dilemma we find ourselves in - we don't know, and have no way of knowing, 

where the climate would likely have wound up as a result of that. We do know that human 

sourced carbon emissions are heating things up faster than usual. Those epochs of higher 

temperatures in Earth's geological history that you made note of all corresponded to in-

creased geological activity and with subsequent increases in atmospheric carbon. That higher 

carbon levels in the atmosphere trap more heat and contribute to global warming is a fact.   

Currently, volcanism and other geological activity accounts for about 1% of carbon output.  

Human activity the other 99%. We are emitting carbon at a much higher than natural rate, 

and the geological record you yourself referenced tells us what the consequences of that is. 

Higher average global temperatures and shifting weather and climate patterns.  As long as 

you're comfortable with palm trees growing on the North Slope of Alaska and Garden Valley 

in the Roseburg area an arid wasteland, I don't suppose you have much to worry about. 

Eldon Rollins 

Coquille 

ABCArtPrints.com 

Fine Art Prints & Cards by A. Coulson 

Starting May 2nd 

Bandon Farmers Market 
 

Barbara Coulson 

barbcoulson@gmail.com                 541-347-8136 
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Tip of the Hat &  

This and That! 
 A Tip of the Hat to thank our volunteers who get the Advocate out each issue by 

writing articles, organizing, copy editing, laying out, selling ads, taking care of finances and 

processing Advocates for distribution, as well as those who distribute the Advocate through-

out Coos & Curry Counties.  In no particular order: Bill Perl, Mark McKelvey, Connie Par-

meter, Marian Tracy, Helen Howard, Linda Bozack, Richard Cary, Rick Staggenborg, David 

& Shawn Jennings, Linda Collins, Barbara Dodrill, Mary Garvey, Ralph Mohr, Thea Wilson, 

Richard “Kuz” Kuznitsky,  Matt Christensen, Brian & Kathy Howard, Len Milbyer, Patty 

Woods-Miner, Eldon Rollins, Myra Lawson, Tom & Linda Bozack, Richard Wilson, Al Solo-

mon and Colleen Balles. 

 In addition thanks to  these folks who made the President‟s Day Fundraiser a suc-

cess! First, thanks to Richard “Kuz” Kuznitsky who founded and organized the event as well 

as being one of the “Stars” of the show along with Lionel Youst. Mark McKelvey who served 

as MC. Those folks who sold tickets – Marino‟s Boots & Saddles & Eldon Rollins in Co-

quille, Outdoor Inn & Shark Bites in Coos Bay, Off the Record in North Bend and Truffles in 

Bandon. Thanks to Mark, Richard and Helen for set-up and decoration. Connie & Eldon for 

taking in money for tickets etc., and Marie McKeeman for helping at the book, buttons and 

bumper sticker sale table.  A special thank you to Jardin and Kristin for going beyond the call 

of duty helping and advising throughout!  In addition we would like to thank all those who 

bought tickets, whether present or not, and attended.  An entertaining as well as yummy not to 

mention educational time was had by all!  

 Are you are interested in joining the Democratic Party, want to help with the Ad-

vocate, volunteer at the office or help with a Democratic Candidate? Feel free to leave a mes-

sage at 541-756-8898. In addition you may want to earn a “credit” from the State of Oregon 

Department of Revenue by contributing $50 per person or $100 a couple as a political credit 

to the party, a candidate or measure. This keeps funds flowing from citizens rather than large 

Corporate contributions or a few wealthy individuals. We feel small contributions are in step 

with our Democratic Party value of every man or woman participating in the system.   

 Do you have a location to distribute The Advocate?  Please contact the phone num-

bers below or send a note to the e-mail or snail mail address listed below.  If you wish to be 

added to our mailing list, have a story to submit or just want to volunteer please call 541-756-

8898 or 541-396-3244 and leave a message if necessary.     

Shawn Jennings  

shawngj@msn.com        

PO Box417, Coos Bay, OR 97420 

mailto:shawngj@msn.com
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ALWAYS ON by Naomi S. Baron 

Language in an Online and Mobile World 

As reviewed by Sharon Ramirez 

This thoughtful book by a linguistics professor explains how electronic 

communication is changing our lives, our interpersonal relations, and its 

impact on our language. Professor Baron doesn‟t mention politics but 

we‟ve all witnessed the impact that the Internet has had on this volatile 

subject. Think back to MoveOn.org or Howard Dean when Democrats 

were imploding over George W. Bush‟s illegitimate presidency. I, for 

one, couldn‟t have survived without my electronic umbilical cord to 

Dean‟s campaign as well as to MoveOn.  

As Professor Baron points out ways in which IM (instant messaging), 

blogs, Facebook, etc., are impacting the linguistic and social dimensions 

of human interaction, she asks two questions: “What are we, as speakers 

and writers, doing to our language by virtue of new communication tech-

nologies, and how, in turn, do our linguistic practices impact the way we 

think and the way we relate to other people?”   

The Amish, known for their rejection of many technologies, ask a differ-

ent question: Does it bring us together or draw us apart? One Amish man 

told his interviewer: “We don‟t want to be the kind of people who will 

interrupt a conversation at home to answer a telephone. It‟s not just how 

you use the technology that concerns us. We‟re also concerned about 

what kind of person you become when you use it.” 

In today‟s world of new communication technologies, many of us are 

constantly engaged in one type of PDA activity or another. I remember 

when it was considered rude to answer call waiting when you were talk-

ing to someone else. We‟ve upped the ante on rudeness. 

Now the interruptions happen face-to-face, even in restaurants.  

So much has changed because of electronically-mediated communica-

tion (EMC). It‟s now easy to self publish. We can bypass all the tradi-

tional gatekeepers. We can blog. We have control over when we interact 

with friends. Some think the changes are for the good but most authori-

ties worry about the social consequences of doing so much communicat-

ing at a distance instead of face-to-face. Thomas Gresham believes that 

bad writing is driving good writing out of circulation. The vast increase 

in the amount of text that literate Americans produce is diminishing our 

sense of written craftsmanship. 

Professor Baron explains how online and cell phone language empowers 

and emboldens us in the ways we control the volume on our communica-

tion with others. Don‟t want to respond to your mother‟s texts?  

Turn down the volume by block-

ing her on IM. Email offers us a 

social distance. Facebook is a way 

of keeping friends without having 

to do much work. Text messaging 

saves time and avoids small talk. 

And then there‟s the downside of today‟s communications. IM and email 

leave nothing for family albums. I saved 25 years of letters from my 

grandmother, who lived to be 92. They are beautifully handwritten on 

flowered stationery, archived in plastic, and arranged chronologically in 

a notebook. These letters reflect what was going on at the time in my 

own life, as my grandmother commented on my previous letter. I also 

saved letters from my aunt until her death at age 93. After her death, I 

gave the letters to her daughter. We all lived in different states. My aunt 

had kept me well posted on her daughter‟s life. The letters chronicled 

my cousin‟s years in college, marriage, teaching career, 4 children, and 

later, her divorce. The content was a positive affirmation of a mother‟s 

love. A gift like that will not happen in our current society. 

In today‟s world our friends and family are given instant updates into 

our activities. Baron refers to this as “the end of anticipation” because 

we no longer await the return of family and friends to share in their sto-

ries. When details are texted as they happen they leave little to discuss in 

person.   

In the year 2002, only 46% of adults read books. Fewer people do any 

serious writing. Writing facilitates clear, logical comparative, reflective 

thinking. In a written culture, books and reading are valued as sources of 

learning, cultural transmissions and shared experience. Baron wonders if 

books and reading are serving these functions today. Every time I hear 

someone begin a sentence with “Me and him,” I know the answer. 

Professor Baron tells us that our relentless access to others and they to us 

leaves many of us exhausted, yet she believes much of the online busi-

ness has to do with people staving off loneliness, as if they don‟t want to 

be alone with their thoughts. She quotes journalist Michael Kinsley: 

“There is something about the Web that brings out the ego monster in 

everybody. . . Denizens of the Web seem to lug around . . . deeply ques-

tionable assumptions about how interesting they and their lives might be 

to others. “He goes on to say that on the Internet no one knows what 

kind of a dog you are. Or how old. 

My curiosity about meals ended when my kids moved out of the house. I 

can‟t imagine being interested in what someone had for dinner or why 

anyone might think my own life was so boring that I‟m interested in 

their meals, yet Facebook is awash in boring details.  

Professor Baron‟s book is a good read. It‟s 

not as in depth as I‟d hoped but I learned a 

lot of “Netspeak”, a term coined by David 

Crystal. I even learned the origin of the 

cursed @ symbol we are forced to use in 

email addresses. I learned about predictive 

texting. I learned about MUDs and MOOs. I 

learned enough to know I‟m not going to 

rush out and buy a cell phone. I‟m no Lud-

dite but I‟m not one to buy the latest just 

because it is the latest. Electronic innova-

tions always improve as time passes, thus better serving the users. I‟m 

waiting for chips to be implanted in our brains so we don‟t even need 

our PDAs. Don‟t believe me? Read Robert Heinlen‟s science fiction 

book Stranger in a Strange Land. Then we can all grok together. 
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 Photo courtesy of Bandon Western World. 

Photo taken by Tom Bozack from Curry County  at town hall meeting.  

WASHINGTON D.C. – Today Oregon‟s Senator Jeff Merkley cospon-

sored the Medicare Protection Act, legislation that expresses strong op-

position to changes in Medicare that would reduce or eliminate guaran-

teed benefits or raise the eligibility age for hard-working seniors. Today, 

more than 46 million Americans rely on Medicare.  

“Raising the Medicare eligibility age would be absolutely disastrous. In 

my town halls, I hear from a lot of Oregonians who are in their early 60s 

and are praying they make it to 65 to receive their Medicare benefits. If 

anything, we should be lowering the eligibility age. Medicare is an im-

portant lifeline for our seniors, and must be protected from hostile attacks 

to privatize it or weaken it.”  

The Medicare Protection Act would amend the Congressional Budget 

Act to define any provision included in reconciliation legislation that 

makes changes to Medicare to reduce or eliminate guaranteed benefits or 

restrict eligibility criteria as extraneous and an inappropriate use of the 

reconciliation process. The bill would also express the sense of the Sen-

ate that 1) the Medicare eligibility age should not be increased and 2) the 

Medicare program should not be privatized or turned into a voucher sys-

tem. 

 Senator Merkley, in spite of a extremely busy schedule in 

Washington D.C., is fulfilling his pledge to visit each of the 

Oregon's 36 counties every year to report to the people of 

each community and listen to our concerns. 

Merkley Cosponsors Bill to   

Protect Medicare for Seniors 
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As I write, the period for public comment on the Keystone XL Pipeline is 

ending. The pipeline is one of many issues backed by ALEC (American 

Legislative Exchange Council), referred to by Bill Moyers as “the most 

influential corporate-funded political force most of America has never 

heard of.”  Although written a year ago, the following article about this 

conservative organization is still timely, as the group continues heavily 

influencing both state and federal politics. The article has been updated, 

and is reprinted with the author‟s permission.   
 

AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIL 

 (ALEC) 
By Sharon Ramirez 

 

ALEC, such a harmless-sounding acronym. The Republicans have a 

sneaky way of creating acronyms and deceivingly innocuous-sounding 

organizations. The names are made to sound suspiciously alike so they 

are purposefully difficult to remember: Citizens for the Environment, 

Citizens United, and Citizens for a Sound Economy, which spawned 

Dick Armey‟s Freedom Works. There‟s also Concerned Taxpayers of 

America. Notice how these shell companies hide behind such bland 

words as Citizens, United, Freedom, Sound Economy. And now we have 

ALEC, which sounds similar to Alice, a name we associate with Won-

derland, leading us once again down the rabbit hole of more Republican 

chicanery. 

The American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) is an American 

organization composed of conservative legislators, businesses, and foun-

dations that produce model legislation for state legislatures. It promotes 

free market and conservative ideas. In a nutshell, ALEC is a collabora-

tion between multinational corporations and conservative state legis-

lators. These outrageous activities would have earned the participants 

some serious jail time in the good old days; but not today. Conservative 

Republicans have turned our government into the moral equivalent of the 

Wild Wild West before it was tamed.   

According to Business Week “part of ALEC‟s mission is to present in-

dustry-backed legislation as grass-roots work.” ALEC drafts and distrib-

utes model legislation through its lawmaker members. Its role in govern-

ment became public knowledge as the result of a Freedom of Information 

Act filing and a leak from inside ALEC.  

The current chair of ALEC is Linda Upmeyer, a member of the Iowa 

House of Representatives. ALEC currently has more than 2,000 legisla-

tive members representing all 50 states. Its members include nearly one-

third of all sitting legislators as well as more than 85 members of Con-

gress. Fourteen sitting or former governors are members. The vast major-

ity of its legislative members belong to the Republican Party. It also has 

about 300 corporate, foundation, and other private-sector members.  

The New York Times wrote that “special interests effectively turn 

ALEC‟s lawmaker members into stealth lobbyists, providing them with 

talking points, signaling how they should vote, and collaborating on bills 

affecting hundreds of issues like school vouchers and tobacco taxes.” 

Progressive advocacy groups like Common Cause question ALEC‟s non-

profit status. 

Oregon has its share of ALEC members, all of them Republicans. The 

following list of Republican members of the Oregon state Legislature 

with ALEC ties includes but is not limited to: Bruce Hanna (former co-

speaker of the House)-Roseburg; Tim Freeman-Roseburg; Shawn Lind-

say-Hillsboro; Michael McLane-Powell Butte; Jason Conger-Bend; Mat-

thew Wand-Troutdale; John Huffman-The Dalles; Wally Hicks-Grants 

Pass; Sal Esquivel-Medford; Bill Kennemer-Oregon City; Matt Wingard-

Wilsonville; Kim Thatcher-Keizer. 

Closer to home, Representative Wayne Krieger of Gold Beach says he 

was once a member of ALEC but can no longer afford the dues because 

of budget cuts. Legislative membership costs are $25.  

Since the covers have been pulled from ALEC, information has been dis-

appearing from its website. However, I did learn that Oregon state Rep. 

Thatcher has introduced ALEC bills in the past. She encourages her staff 

to comb the ALEC database of bills to find language for topics she wants 

to introduce. This action ensures that corporate interests come first in any 

legislation introduced by her. Her bills have included anti-environment 

measures that benefit ALEC corporate sponsors like Exxon Mobil and 

the Koch Brothers. 

Oregon Republican Rep. Gene Whisnant of Sun River stated in a 2011 

constituent newsletter that he was drafting two of ALEC‟s legislative 

proposals for bills he planned to introduce. One model involved a privati-

zation initiative panel to prioritize and determine which activities are best 

provided by government and which are best provided by the private sec-

tor. No surprise there; conservatives love to privatize anything they can 

get their greedy hands on. 

Between 2001 and 2010 ALEC sponsors have spent over $16 million in 

Oregon. Most of the money went to conservative ballot measure cam-

paigns, Republican candidates, leadership and party PACs.  

In December of 2011 the advocacy group Color of Change announced a 

call to boycott ALEC corporate members for their alleged support of 

Voter ID laws.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(alecexposed.org) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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(Continued from page 12) ALEC…... 

After Florida passed its Stand-your-ground law, ALEC adopted Flor-

ida‟s legislative language from that law into one of its model bills. In 

April of 2012, after the Trayvon Martin shooting, Color of Change di-

rected its ALEC boycott to the Coca Cola Company for its support of 

ALEC, and by implication, its involvement in Stand Your Ground. 

Within hours of the boycott, Coca Cola announced it was ending its rela-

tionship with ALEC. Within two weeks the following companies with-

drew from ALEC: Wendy‟s, Kraft Foods, McDonald‟s, and the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation also dropped their support of ALEC. Apple, 

Procter & Gamble and Wal-Mart ended their relationships with ALEC 

by the end of May. 

According to Bloomberg News, ALEC is funded by, 

among others, Koch Industries Inc. and Exxon Mobil. 

Once again the Rabbit hole leads us to the Koch 

Brothers, whose criminal greed has left dirty finger-

prints all over American politics, including the Oregon 

legislature.  

We in District 9 haven‟t had to worry about ALEC puppetmasters. 

We‟ve been fortunate to have had strong Democratic representation in 

Salem for the past several years with Arnie Roblan. Prior to Roblan we 

had trustworthy Joanne Verger in the House before she became our 

senator.  

By David Jennings 

Many citizens and my other advocate article have criticized the Commu-

nity Enhancement Program (CEP) for its lack of transparency and ac-

countability. Former State Representative Mike Lehman has called the 

fee component in the CEP “a money laundering scheme”.  The plan‟s 

development in secret has intensified the criticism.  

One part of the plan has received little attention – it deprives County 

government of millions of dollars in potential tax revenue.  It also takes 

millions from the 4-H Extension and Library Service Districts.   

The CEP would give a 20 year tax break to the Jordan LNG Export Ter-

minal.  In return the company would pay a Community Service Fee 

(CSF).  County government would receive 9.25% of the fee.  This is far 

less than the percentage the County would get from the LNG facility‟s 

taxes. 

County Commissioner Bob Main estimates that during the 20 year tax 

break County government would lose $48 million under the fee proposal 

compared to what Jordan Cove would have paid in property taxes.  4-H 

Extension would lose $3 million and the Library Service District would 

lose $22 million. 

As I wrote in my other Advocate article, 75% of the fee would go to two 

new organizations the South Coast Community Foundation and the Bay-

front Investment Corporation.  Both are unelected bodies without mecha-

nisms in place to insure their transparency. 

CEP supporters estimate that by 2040 the South Coast Community Foun-

dation‟s endowment will hold over $216 million and it will have cumula-

tively distributed $155 million. By 2040 they estimate that Bayfront‟s 

endowment will hold over $108 million and it will have cumulatively 

spent almost $75.5 million. CEP supporters estimate that the County will 

annually receive an estimated $1.1 million during the plan‟s first 4 years.  

This will slowly rise to a little over $2.4 million by year 19. 

To provide adequate public safety and other essential services the County 

needs about $5-6 million in additional annual revenue.  It is now drawing 

down cash reserves to provide these services.  Senator Wyden‟s forest 

plan will, at best, probably provide the County between $500 thousand to 

$1 million per year in additional revenue.  The Forest plan and the CEP 

together cannot adequately fund County government.  

  Without additional revenue spending must be reduced or the 

County will go broke.  However, budget cuts will endanger the South 

Coast community.  A 2012 audit from the Oregon Secretary of State 

found that Coos County Government‟s “spending on public safety is al-

ready among the lowest in the state”. 

 If Jordan Cove paid property taxes the County would be ade-

quately funded. Commissioner Bob Main estimates that over a 20 year 

period the LNG facility would annually pay the County an average of 

$5.5 million to $6 million in property taxes. On 3/8/2014 the World 

Newspaper reported that Michael Hinrichs, the LNG Project spokesper-

son, said that the tax break was not a factor in the company‟s decision to 

locate on Coos Bay. Why then are they getting a tax break? 

Adoption of the CEP requires the consent of the County Commissioners.  

The Commissioners are also in charge of the 4-H Extension and Library 

Service Districts.  Their duty to these three governments should require 

them to vote no. 

There is a larger issue.  75% of CEP funding would go to two unelected 

bodies that lack transparency.  The CEP was developed behind closed 

doors by people who prefer to avoid public scrutiny.  The plans secret 

origins reveal the mind-set of its creators.  The plan‟s biggest supporter 

is the CEO of the Port of Coos Bay. The Port is a powerful unelected 

body appointed by the Governor and answerable to him only.  The CEP 

is incompatible with the principles of local control and open government  

Ripping Off County Government 



 

Advocate will be published  
bi-monthly till  

the next election season. 
 

Enjoy  the Advocate? 
 

Contributions can be sent to:  
Coos County Democrats 

PO Box 417 
Coos Bay, OR  97420 
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Contact: Friends of Matt Rowe 

electmattrowe@gmail.com 

Bev Owen Endorses Matt Rowe in Race 

for Coos County Commissioner  

The Matt Rowe for County Commissioner campaign is pleased to an-

nounce that Bev Owen is the most recent to join the growing list of sup-

porters of Matt Rowe‟s candidacy. 

Owen, who served as a Democrat on the Coos County Board of Commis-

sioners from 1993-2001 and again from 2006-2007, explained that she 

made the decision to support Matt Rowe because he had the energy and 

experience to be a full time Commissioner who would effectively repre-

sent the interests of the entire county. 

“I am thrilled to have the support of such a distinguished leader as for-

mer County Commissioner Bev Owen, and so many other community 

leaders, businesspeople, and citizens from across Coos County.” Matt 

Rowe stated after receiving Owen‟s endorsement.  

Matt Rowe, who currently serves as Mayor of Coquille, was born and 

raised in Coos County.  He attended Southwestern Oregon Community 

College, and then Southern Oregon University where he graduated with 

honors.  To help pay his way through college Rowe worked during 

school breaks at the Roseburg Forest Products plywood mill in Coquille 

where he was also a member of the local Carpenters‟ union.  

After college, Rowe began a career as a political consultant and cam-

paign manager running top ranked legislative races in Oregon and Idaho.  

In between running campaigns, Rowe also worked as an editor at The 

Sentinel newspaper based in Coquille.   

In 2012 Rowe was elected Mayor of Coquille.   

Since being elected Mayor, Rowe has championed street improvements, 

economic development, and fiscal prudence in city government. 

In between Mayoral duties, Rowe works as a media consultant out of his 

home office in Coquille.  Rowe also serves on the Coquille School Dis-

trict‟s Budget Committee and served on the South Coast ESD Board of 

Directors from 2011 to 2013. 

Since announcing his candidacy for Coos County Commissioner Position 

3 in early February, Rowe has been campaigning across Coos County by 

knocking on doors, attending local events, listening to citizen concerns, 

and meeting with community leaders. 

If elected to the Board of Commissioners, Rowe‟s top priority would be 

to strengthen the local economy while getting the county‟s budget on a 

sustainable course. 

 Mayor Rowe welcomes questions and can be reached by e-mail at elect-

mattrowe@gmail.com or by phone at 541-260-3673. 

mailto:electmattrowe@gmail.com
mailto:electmattrowe@gmail.com
mailto:electmattrowe@gmail.com
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(Continued from page  4) 

Jim Klahr running for District 1                        

House of Representatives again….. 

 

 

We are in a fight for the political landscape of 

Oregon.  No matter how strong the opponent we 

cannot just lie down and get walked on.  Part my 

belief in the Democratic Party and system of 

Government for the people and by the people 

means that to be Progressive we have to be ag-

gressive.  So I‟m not going to allow those whom 

I may represent just „take it.‟ 

Running last election taught me something about 

lack of communications, during opportunities to 

ask obvious Republicans why they wanted to 

lose their right to vote by mail I was surprised 

that no typical voter realized that both the current 

Rep and Senator and Oregon Republican Party 

lines at the highest levels want just that.  But 

very few Republicans voters know or want that 

either. 

You can find the rest of this story on moore-info.com.  We need to get the Non-Affiliated 

voters back: 

Party Registration by Age and Gender 

 

We need to get these people and other fence sitters back. 

There is a way to get many of them back, create new revenue streams, bolster tourism, cre-

ate jobs and embrace as the Curry County Dems have and as the President of the 4th CD 

agrees, open our minds to all forms of the Cannabecea family, Industrial Hemp, Medicinal 

Cannabis and Legalization. 

I believe in all the Democratic Principles in concept at least, but there comes a time when we 

must make changes for the better.  Like it or not Arizona will carry the taint of their most 

recent fiasco, Wisconsin hanging with Walker and given the chance Alec, and the Koch 

Bros will paint us red.  You might find me sitting but it won‟t be on my hands. 

Jim Klahr 

Friends of Jim Klahr 

99942A Winchuck River Road 

Brookings OR. 

 

Privatizing Taxes…….. 

The Community Enhancement Plan seeks to use 

legal alchemy to transfer public taxes to a private 

corporation.  As they accumulate and spend mil-

lions upon millions the Foundation‟s power will 

grow.  They will be in essence a private govern-

ment operating in the shadows just beyond the 

light of public scrutiny and citizen control.  The 

fact the Foundation was first developed in secrecy 

indicates its nature.   

Implementation of the Enhancement Plan requires 

the consent of Coos County, the Port of Coos Bay 

and the cities of Coos Bay and North Bend.  If 

they consent the South Coast Community Founda-

tion will be better financed than any local govern-

ment in Coos County.   

It is basic that we should have a government of 

the people, by the people and for the people.  A 

private government violates this principle. 

 



Coos County Democratic Party 

P.O. Box 417 

Coos Bay, OR 97420 

STANDARD 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

COOS BAY OR 97420 

PERMIT NO 510 

 

 

 

 

   "Ways to Get Involved." 
 

*Join the Decorating Team for the Annual  

 Dinner 

*Help the Clean Up Crew after the Dinner 

*Help Organize the Silent Auction 

*Become a Precinct Committee Person 

*Attend a Central Committee Meeting 

*Make phone calls for a local Democratic 

 candidate 

*Staff the booth at the County Fair 

*Write an article for the Advocate 

*Donate money to support the Advocate 

 

 

*Distribute Advocates to retailers around town 

*Edit Advocate articles 

*Staff the Pony Village Mall Headquarters 

*Help with correspondence and publicity 

*Make a poster 

*Walk a neighborhood for a candidate 

*Talk to your friends and neighbors about a 

 candidate or issue 

 

Everyone has a special skill --                     

Put yours to use!  


